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the people of America were more enlightened, than thofe ' 
England, or of any country in Europe; and that therefore th 
imposition of fhew was not neceflary in their governments. ^ 

Though the eomparifon between hereditary and eledive mo- 
narchy, which the Abbe has made, is unnecessary to the cafe' 
Becaufe the reprefentative fyftem rejects both; yet, were I to 
make the eomparifon, I lliould decide contrary to what he ins 
done. 

The civil wars which have originated from contefted heredi- 
tary claims, are more numerous, and have been more dreadful 
and of longer continuance, than thofe which have been occa- 
fioned by election. All the civil wars in France arofe from the 
hereditary fyftem ; they were either produced by hereditary 
claims, or by the imperfection of the hereditary form, which ] 
admits of regencies, or monarchies at nurfe. With refpeft to 
England, itshiftory is full of the fame misfortunes. Thecon- 
tefts for fucceftion between the houfes of York and Lancafter 
lafted a whole century ; and others of a fimilar nature, have re- 
newed themfelves fince that period. Thofe of 1711; and 1 7^ c, 
were of the fame kind. The fucceftion war for the crown off 
Soain, embroiled aimoft half Europe. The difturbances in 
Holland are generated from the hereditaryfhip of the Stadu 
holder. A government calling itfelf free, with an hereditary 
office, is like a thorn in the fiefh, that produces a fermentation 
which endeavours to difeharge it. 

But I might go further, and place alfo foreign wars, of what- 
ever kind, to the fame cauie. It is by adding the evil of here- ! 
ditary fucceftion to that of monarchy, that a permanent family 
inter eft is created, whofe conftant objetfts are dominion and re- 
venue. Poland, though an elective monarchy, has had fewer 
wars than thofe which are hereditary ; and it is the only govern- 
ment that has made a voluntary eftay, though but a fmall one, 
to reform the condition of the country. 

Having thus glanced at a few of the defe&s of the old, or 
hereditary fvftems of government, let us compare it with the 
new, or reprefentative fyftem. 

The reprefentative fyftem takes fociety and' civilization for its 
bafts; nature, reafon, and experience, for its guide. 

Experience, in all ages,, and in all countries, has demons . 
ftrated, that it is impoftible to controul Nature in her diftribu- 
tion of mental powers. She gives them as flte pleafes. What 
ever is the rule by which ftie, apparently to us, fcatters them 
among mankind, that rule remains a fecret to man. It would 
be as ridiculous to attempt to fix the hereditaryftiip of human 
beauty, as of wifdom. Whatever wifdom conftituently is, it n- 
like a feedlefs plant ; it may be reared when it appears, but it 
cannot be- voluntarily produced. There is always a fufficiency 
fomewhere in die general mafs of fociety for all purpofes; but 
with refpedl to the parts of fociety, it is continually changing its 
place. It rifes in one to-dav, in another tQ-morrow, and hay 
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mod probably viftted in rotation every family of the earth, and 
again withdrawn. 

As this is the order of nature, the order of government muft 
jiecelfarily follow it, or government will, as we fee it does, de- 
generate! 11 to ignorance. The hereditary fyftem, therefore, is 
Is repugnant to human wifdom, as to human rights; and is as 
abitird, as it is unjuft. 

As the republic of letters brings forward the beft literarv pro- 
ductions, by giving to genius a fair and uniyerfal chance ; fo the 
reprefentative fyftem of government is ralculated to produce the 
wifeft laws, by collecting wifdom from^here it can be found. 

1 fmile to myfelf when I contemplate the ridiculous inftgriifi- 
cance into which literature and all the fciences would ftnk, were 
xliey made hereditary ; and I carry the fame idea into govern- 
} meats. An hereditary governor is as inconftftent as an hereditary 
author. I know not whether Homer or Euclid had fons : but t 
will venture an opinion, that if they had, and had left their? 
works unfinifjied, thofe fons could not have completed them. 

Do we need a ftronger evidence of the abfurdity of heredi- 
tary government, thanisfeen in the defeendants of thofe men, 
in any line of life, who once were famous ? Is there fcarcely an 
'jnftance in which there is not a total reverfe of the character ? 
It appears as if the tide of mental faculties flowed as far as it 
could in certain channels, and then forfook its courfe, and arofe 
mothers. How irrational then is the hereditary fyftem which 
dtablifhes channels of power, in company with" which wifdom 
refutes to flow! By continuing this abfurdity, man is perpe- 
.ituailv in contradiction with himfelf^, he accepts, for 'a king, or 
a chief magiftrate, or a legiflator, a perfon ^hom he would not 
eleCl for a conftable. 

It appears to general obfervation, that revolutions create ge- 
nius and talents; but thofe events do no more than bring them 
forward. There is exifting in man, a mafs of fenfe lying in a 
dormant ftate, and which, unlefs fomething excites it to action, 
will defend with him, in that condition, to the grave. As it is 
to the advantage of fociety that the whole of its faculties fhould 
be employed, the conftrudpion of government ought to be fuch 
as to bring forward, by a quiet and regular operation, all that 
extent of capacity which never fails to appear in revolutions. 

This cannot take place in the inftpid ftate of hereditary go- 
vernment, not only becaufe it prevents, but becaufe it operates 
to benumb. When the mind of c nation is bowed down by any 
political l fuperftition in its government, fuch as hereditary fuc- 
nCion is, it lofes a conftderable portion of its powers on all 
JKher fnbjeCts and objects. Hereditary fucceftion requires the 
haie obedience to ignorance, as to wifdom ; and when once 
the mind can bring itfelf to pay this indiferi ruinate reverence, it 
defeends below the ftature of mental manhood. It is fit to be 
feat only, in little Wings- It a6ls a treachery upon itfelf, and 
locates the fenfations that urge tli-e dete&iou. 

Though 






